“The Sorrows of young 
TANJAOUI Mohamed Larbi Salmi”

Film by Moumen Smihi


Smihi is a foundational figure in the “New Arab Cinema” of the 1970s in the Maghreb (North Africa). Trained at the influential IDHEC film school in France, Smihi also attended seminars with theorist Roland Barthes and partook in the cultural context of structuralism and psychoanalysis there in the sixties. Returning to Morrocco in the 1970s, he made a series of important films and has published several volumes of writing on cinema, none available in English.

 


My project is to establish an historical context for Smihi’s work, locating him in relation to Maghrebian cinema but also to European and Hollywood films with which his work is in dialogue. I will also investigate Smihi’s critical practice as an engagement with Arab and Western philosophy more generally. Part of Smihi’s intellectual project—critical and creative—is a reinvigoration of discourses of modernity within the Arab world and a reevaluation of the cultural traffic between West and East. 


Peter Limbrick, University of California, Santa Cruz, USA. 

Selected filmography
· The Unlucky Man (1971) 

· El Chergui, (The Eastwind) (1976) 

· The Tales of the Night (1982) 

· The Big Mirror (1987) 

· The Lady from Cairo (1991) 

· Defending Egyptian Cinema (1990) 

· With Matisse in Tangiers (1993) 

· Moroccan Chronicles (1999) 

· A Muslim Childhood (2005) 

· Of Virgins and Swallows (2008) 

